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NIST Realignment
• Laboratories realigned according to a 

mission-based structure
• The realignment aims to make NIST more effective in 

delivering its products and services to its customers
• Reduces the number of laboratories from ten to six
• The new structure includes

– Two metrology laboratories
– Two technology laboratories
– Engineering Laboratory
– Information Technology Laboratory and 
– Two user facilities

– Center for Nanoscale Science and Technology 
– NIST Center for Neutron Research. 
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NIST line structure
Director

Associate Director for Innovation 
and Industry Services

Baldrige Performance Excellence Program

Hollings Manufacturing Extension 
Partnership

Technology Innovation Program

Associate Director for Laboratory 
Programs (and Principal Deputy)

Material Measurement Laboratory

Physical Measurement Laboratory

Engineering Laboratory

Information Technology Laboratory

Center for Nanoscale Science and 
Technology

NIST Center for Neutron Research

Associate Director for 
Management Resources

Office of Facilities and Property 
Management

Office of Financial Resource Management

Office of Workforce Management

Office of Information Systems 
Management

Office of Safety, Health and Environment



Associate Director for 
Laboratory Programs

Material 
Measurement 

Laboratory

Measurement 
Services

Biochemical Science
Chem/Bio Ref. Data

Process 
Measurements*

Surface and 
Microanalysis 

Science
Thermophysical

Properties
Analytical Chemistry

Ceramics
Materials Reliability

Polymers
Metallurgy

Physical 
Measurement

Laboratory

NVLAP
Weights and 

Measures
Semiconductor 
Electronics**

Optoelectronics
Quantum Electrical 

Metrology
Electromagnetics

Precision 
Engineering***

Process 
Measurements*

Electron and Optical 
Physics

Atomic Physics
Optical Technology
Ionizing Radiation

Time and Frequency
Quantum Physics

Engineering 
Laboratory

Intelligent Systems
Manufacturing 

Systems Integration
Materials and 
Construction 

Research
Building 

Environment
Fire Research

Information 
Technology 
Laboratory

Mathematical and 
Computational 

Sciences
Advanced Network 

Technologies
Computer Security
Information Access

Software and 
Systems**
Statistical 

Engineering

Center for 
Nanoscale 

Science and 
Technology

NIST Center for 
Neutron 

Research

Special Programs Office
Law Enforcement Standards
National Security Standards

Greenhouse Gases
Smart Grid…

Metrology Laboratories Technology Laboratories User Facilities

Standards Coordination Office
Standards Services Division (minus 

NVLAP)

NIST Realignment
Structure of the Laboratory Programs



Engineering Laboratory Organization



Engineering Laboratory Mission
To promote U.S. innovation and industrial 
competitiveness in areas of critical national 
priority by anticipating and meeting the:

- measurement science and

- standards

needs for technology-intensive 
manufacturing and construction in ways 
that enhance economic prosperity and 
improve the quality of life.



EL is the primary federal laboratory serving the manufacturing and construction industries

Engineering Laboratory Vision

To be the source for:

- creating critical solution-enabling measurement 
science, and 

- critical technical contributions underpinning 
emerging standards, codes, and regulations

that are used by the U.S. manufacturing and 
construction industries to strengthen leadership in 
domestic and international markets.
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